
 

 

Biographical Sketch for: George Plafker 
 
Born: March 6, 1929 in Upland, PA, USA (Male).   Email: gplafker@usgs.gov; george@plafker.com 
 
EDUCATION:  
  B.S. (Geology) Brooklyn College, 1949; M.S. (Geology) U.C. Berkeley, 1956; Ph.D. (Geology and Geophysics) 
Stanford University, 1972. 
 
POSITIONS HELD:  
  Engineering Geologist, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 1949-1950; Geologist & Research Geologist, U.S. Geol. 
Surv., 1951-1956, 1962-1995; Petroleum Geologist, Chevron, 1956-1961; Consulting Engineering Geologist, 1995-
present.  
 
EARTH SCENCE CONTRIBUTIONS 
• Postquake field studies of subduction zone earthquakes and backarc thrust fault earthquakes with emphasis on 

application of coseismic surface warping and faulting to interpreting the earthquake mechanism and tsunami 
generation 

• Contributions to evaluating hazards from earthquake-related ground shaking, surface faulting, high-speed 
avalanches, subaerial and submarine landslides, and landslide-generated tsunamis 

• Paleoseismologic study of marine terraces and buried soil horizons to determine earthquake recurrence intervals 
and the seismic cycle in the eastern Aleutian subduction zone 

• Synthesis of faulting, neotectonics, and tectonic evolution of Alaska 
• Geologic mapping of large areas of active deformation in Alaska, primarily along the Gulf of Alaska margin  
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